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alarm, urgency, safety signals, or test
transmissions.

(f) Transmit while on board vessels
located on land unless authorized
under a public coast station license.
Vessels in the following situations are
not considered to be on land for the
purposes of this paragraph:

(1) Vessels which are aground due to
a distress situation;

(2) Vessels in drydock undergoing re-
pairs; and

(3) State or local government vessels
which are involved in search and rescue
operations including related training
exercises.

(g) Transmit on frequencies or fre-
quency bands not authorized on the
current station license.

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 52
FR 35244, Sept. 18, 1987; 62 FR 40304, July 28,
1997]

§ 80.90 Suspension of transmission.
Transmission must be suspended im-

mediately upon detection of a trans-
mitter malfunction and must remain
suspended until the malfunction is cor-
rected, except for transmission con-
cerning the immediate safety of life or
property, in which case transmission
must be suspended as soon as the emer-
gency is terminated.

§ 80.91 Order of priority of commu-
nications.

(a) The order of priority of radio-
telegraph communications is as fol-
lows:

(1) Distress calls including the inter-
national distress signal for radio-
telegraphy, the international radio-
telegraph alarm signal, the inter-
national radiotelephone alarm signal,
distress messages and distress traffic.

(2) Communications preceded by the
international radiotelegraph urgency
signal.

(3) Communications preceded by the
international radiotelegraphy safety
signal.

(4) Communications relative to radio
direction-finding bearings.

(5) Communications relative to the
navigation and safe movement of air-
craft.

(6) Communications relative to the
navigation, movements, and needs of
ships, including weather observation

messages destined for an official mete-
orological service.

(7) Government communications for
which priority right has been claimed.

(8) Service communications relating
to the working of the radio-
communication service or to commu-
nications previously transmitted.

(9) All other communications.
(b) The order of priority of radio-

telephone communications is as fol-
lows:

(1) Distress calls including the inter-
national distress signal for
radiotelephony, the international ra-
diotelephone alarm signal, distress
messages and distress traffic.

(2) Communications preceded by the
international radiotelephone urgency
signal, or known to the station oper-
ator to consist of one or more urgent
messages concerning the safety of a
person, aircraft or other mobile unit.

(3) Communications preceded by the
international radiotelephone safety
signal, or known to the station oper-
ator to consist of one or more messages
concerning the safety of navigation or
important meteorological warnings.

(4) Communications known by the
station operator to consist of one or
more messages relative to the naviga-
tion, movements and needs of ships, in-
cluding weather observation messages
destined for an official meteorological
service.

(5) Government communications for
which priority right has been claimed.

(6) All other communications.

§ 80.92 Prevention of interference.
(a) The station operator must deter-

mine that the frequency is not in use
by monitoring the frequency before
transmitting, except for transmission
of signals of distress.

(b) When a radiocommunication
causes interference to a communica-
tion which is already in progress, the
interfering station must cease trans-
mitting at the request of either party
to the existing communication. As be-
tween nondistress traffic seeking to
commence use of a frequency, the pri-
ority is established under § 80.91.

(c) Except in cases of distress, com-
munications between ship stations or
between ship and aircraft stations
must not interfere with public coast
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